West Bengal Cervical Cancer Screening Camp

Cervical And Breast Cancer Awareness And Screening Program Under The Aegis Of
AOGIN India

Dr Dipanwita Banerjee, Dr Ranajit Mandal

The Department of Gynaecologic Oncology at Chittaranjan National Cancer Institute,
Kolkata is currently overseeing a population based cervical cancer screening program
(CCSP), utilizing visual inspection on acetic acid (VIA). As per the World Health
Organization’s (WHO) recommendation, the project is based on “Screen and Treat” strategy
for cervical cancer prevention.

A breast and cervical cancer awareness and screening camp was organized under the aegis of
AOGIN India at Pratapdighi, East Midnapore on 6™ January, 2017. A team of three health
workers, one coordinator, Dr Ranajit Mandal and Dr Partha Basu visited the camp.

The program started with an orientation session and an awareness talk on breast cancer and
cervical cancer, explaining the importance of cancer screenings, self breast examinations and
detecting the disease in its pre-invasive and/early stage. Approximately 15 ANMs, ASHA
workers & the women willing to participate in the program along with the village Headman
were present during the awareness session. A total number of 60 women were recruited after
taking informed consent and underwent cervical cancer screening with visual inspection on
acetic acid. The women who were positive on VIA were immediately taken up for
colposcopy and biopsy at the same time. After randomization, the screen positive women
were treated by one of the ablative modalities — Cryotherapy or Thermo coagulator.

Apart from 4 cases of VIA positive women who received treatment, 6 HPV DNA test
positive women from a previous camp attended this event and received treatment. In addition
to the cervical cancer screening, general health check up was also done and tablets of iron,
folic acid and albendazole were distributed among the women attending the camp. At the end
of a hectic day, the Team was happy to have concluded the program successfully. Such small
initiatives driven especially for the women residing in the rural areas, will create a larger
impact in the overall belief to serve the community better.
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